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FORWARD 

I am happy you purchased this book. I wanted to put together a fun 
lighthearted book on tricks you can do to impress the person you are with. My            
friends often ask me if I can show them a simple magic trick for a date they are 
going on to help break the ice or seal the deal for a second date. I often laugh 
when asked because there are so many things you can do, but I took some 
time and shortened the list to a few tricks that are fairly simple and will have a 
big impact. I want to stress that just because you learned what’s on the 
following pages does not guarantee you anything! 

This book is meant to teach you the ideas and tricks; it will be up to you to 
take the time to practice the technique.  Your ability to smoothly execute the 
trick with style will be a direct reflection of the time and effort you take to 
practice. I look at this book as a tool, and we all know that tools can be used 
incorrectly. I also want to say that if you learn all the tricks in this book, please 
don’t do them all on the same person as this can tend to be awkward and this 
is really not the result you are after!!! With my disclaimer out of the way, I 
honestly hope you take the time to learn one or two of the following effects 
and I hope you get the reactions I have gotten from them over the years. 
Thanks again and please enjoy the following pages and remember…. You do 
need to put some practice time in on this to get the best results!   

 

 Brian 
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THE PAPER FLOWER 

 

 

 

EFFECT: The first effect here is not a trick but something you may have seen 
before but never knew how to do. This is taking a napkin and turning it into a 
rose. The best thing about this is that just about anywhere you might go; there 
are napkins, from the bar to a restaurant or even a movie theater.  I have done 
this in the past a couple different ways. I have made the paper rose right in 
front of her, and I have also made it when she gets up to use the washroom 
and place it next to her plate when she returns. This part is totally up to you. 

 

SETUP: The main thing you need for this is a paper napkin; a cloth napkin 
simply will not work and there may be a good chance your waiter may stop 
you on the way out for taking the restaurant’s linen….not good! To get started, 
open up the napkin, as they are typically folded.   
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Take hold of the napkin at a top corner between your thumb and first two 
fingers and hold it tightly. The next thing you are going to do is rotate the 
napkin around your fingers. You will have to move your thumb after the first 
rotation to keep the top of the rose tight. You will need to keep doing this until 
you reach the end of the napkin and it is in the shape of a tube around your 
fingers.  
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Now you need to pinch just below your fingers in the tube and start twisting. 
You want to have a tight twist before you start the next step. I would suggest 
making four or five twists to get the head of the flower made. 

 

 

Next, take the exposed bottom corner of the napkin and fold it up towards the 
rose head.  The bottom you are folding up will make the leaf of the flower.  I 
like to take the corner up to about an inch or so below the bottom of the rose.  
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The final part of the process is to twist the napkin tightly in between the rose 
head and leaf and also in between the leaf and the stem, which will be the 
bottom part of the napkin. The first couple of times you do this your rose may 
be quite lopsided but keep at it, as the more you twist, the better they will 
start coming out. 
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THOUGHTS: I would like to toss out a couple of thoughts to help you out here. 
I can’t explain to you the time to make your date a rose but I would suggest 
doing so at a time when you are both feeling comfortable with each other. I 
know this is totally common sense, but I have seen guys do this at the start of 
a date and go down in flames. This also works very well if you are trying to get 
a girl’s attention if you are out at a bar or a club. It’s very hard to get through a 
pack of women to get to the person you want to meet. Spin a rose and walk by 
and just hand it to her. This takes a bit of courage, but hey, what’s the worst 
thing that could happen…. She could reject it or tear it up, which is just giving 
you practice on making another one for someone else. The other thing you can 
do on napkins that are a bit thicker is tear a piece back along the bottom to 
make a tag. You can write a short message like “You look great tonight” for the 
date you are on, or you can write “Would you like a drink?” to the person you 
are trying to get the attention of.  Have fun and happy twisting! 

 

GETTING THE DIGITS 

 

 

EFFECT:  This is a fun and easy to do trick if you want to get a girl’s name or 
get her name and number. This trick can be done almost anywhere...almost! 

The plot is that you have three napkins and you have her put name and 
possibly her phone number on one of the three napkins. You will then crumble 
each of the napkins up and have her mix them up. The best part is, no matter 
how much she mixes them up, you will still be able to know which napkin has 
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her name on it, hopefully securing you her name and phone number for a 
future date. The rest is up to you...enjoy! 

 

SETUP: The things you will need to perform this trick are three napkins, a pen 
(not a Sharpie), and the secret ingredient, which is salt. 

 

There are two ways that you can do this and I will explain both of them. The 
reason I am going to explain them both to you is in the event she throws you a 
curve ball; then you have a second method in order to figure out which napkin 
has her name on it. The first thing you need to do is make sure you have a 
pocket that does not have any holes in it and put a good amount of salt in it 
like a few good pinches…..not half a salt shaker!  The next thing you want to do 
is have her place her name and, if you can, her phone number down on one of 
the napkins.  
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While she is writing her name, you want to get a small pinch of salt between 
your thumb and first finger. When she is done, ask her for her napkin, as you 
need to secretly drop the salt in the middle as you crumble the napkin up. I 
want to add that you need to get all the salt in the napkin and not let any drop 
out or else the jig is up and your trick is blown. 
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After you crumble up her napkin, crumble each of the other napkins up in the 
same fashion as you did with hers. The uniformity of each crumble will mask 
the secret move at the start and you will have no heat on you. 

 

 

The reason you added the salt in the napkin is because it will make a tiny 
sound when you end up shaking it up near your ear. The best way to do this is 
to really milk the process out. If you just pick one up and shake it near your 
head and hear it rattle, it’s not much of a trick as you blurt out “IT’S THIS 
ONE!!!”  Take your time and pick each one up and roll it around in your hand 
as you look at her. The point of this whole thing is to get her number and not 
to show her how clever you are about doing a trick. After you have rolled it 
around, pick up two and stare at them before bringing them up to your ear to 
get a tell as to which one has her name on it. If you shake both and you hear no 
sound them it must be the one on the table but again don’t dive for it. Place 
one of the napkins that you have been holding back down and pick up the one 
on the table and repeat the process. I would suggest at this point putting all 
three down and ask her if you can find the one with her name on it, can you 
call her, or whatever you want to say at this point. I would then eliminate one 
of the napkins leaving the two on the table. 
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I would then push the napkin without her name on it towards her and tell her 
to open it and say her name is not on it. While she is doing that you want to 
start to open the final napkin to let the salt fall out. The final part is to slowly 
open yours and lay it on the table.    

 

I said there are two possible ways to do this. I have run into the issue that she 
crumbles up the napkin before I can put the salt on it. The solution is to load 
the other two napkins with salt. I find the easiest way is to be ready for this by 
loading a small amount of salt in the napkin furthest away from her so she 
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doesn’t see it. The best way is to rest your hand on it to let the salt fall on to it. 
Then get loaded again with salt by slowly and casually going into your pocket 
with the salt in it. If she crumbles up the napkin, load the other napkin up and 
crumble it and then get the pre-loaded napkin and crumble it up. This method 
will prevent you from diving in to your pocket twice in front of her while she 
is watching. The trick is basically the same at this point but now you are going 
to listen for the napkin that doesn’t make any noise, which will be the one 
with her name on it. The ending I would just open up the napkin with her 
name on it and put the other two in your pocket to eliminate them.  A point to 
remember is if she doesn’t crumble up her napkin you will need to unload the 
salt from the pre-loaded napkin.  The best way to do this is to ask her a 
question as you pull the napkin towards you, as you will dump the salt on the 
floor with the misdirection of your question. The rest is up to you at this 
point!!! Good luck and have fun! 

 

THOUGHTS: I will sometimes keep two extra napkins in my pocket that do 
not have any salt in them. The reason is if I have to do the second method she 
might ask to see the other two napkins and there is no great way of unloading 
them. The thing to remember is when you put the two loaded napkins in your 
pocket put them to one side so it’s easy to reach in to retrieve the unloaded 
napkins. The other thing is do not use a Sharpie as they bleed through the 
napkins rendering the trick useless as you will see the name written through 
the napkin. Take your time with this but please don’t milk this out for too long 
as she may lose interest quickly and that is the last thing you want to do here. 
You will find the right balance the more you play with it. 
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CORRECT CHANGE 

 

 

EFFECT: This is a simple trick where you can correctly predict the amount of 
change she is holding.  

SETUP: I really like this trick, as it’s a fast impromptu effect. What you will 
need is some pocket change, which is a penny, dime, nickel and a quarter. I 
would also recommend if you have a business card to use it as well.  
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I like to start off by asking her if she has ever predicted something and it 
actually came true. I like to follow that question up with “I have always 
wanted to do that…just imagine if you could predict the future or even the 
lottery.  The thought of being able to do that has always intrigued me but I 
need to start slow by maybe predicting some pocket change.”  Bring out the 
coins and lay them on the table along with a business card. Explain that you 
will attempt to predict the future and write down what you think she will do. 

Draw a big circle on the back of the card so she can see it, but then write down 
your prediction so she cannot see it, as she will choose something different. 

 

Then place the card back into your wallet and put your hands over it. Now 
instruct her to take the coins in her hands and ask her to secretly place one of 
the coins in her left hand and the other three in her right hand. From 
experience I have seen that they typically always choose the dime but what 
she doesn’t know is you have outs for everything that she does.  
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In your wallet you have four business cards ready and you have them so that 
when she shows you what she decided, you can quickly open your wallet up to 
show her that it’s exactly what you predicted. I like to have her bring both 
hands out over the table so you can take her closed hands in yours. This is 
where your best acting comes in as you say that you are going to determine 
what she did based on the feeling of her hands. This is of course just a fun way 
to flirt and hold her hands…bold but fun. When you are ready, ask her to open 
her left hand and see what she picked. Let’s say it was the dime.  Then take out 
the card that has dime written on it. If it’s one of the others, then just 
remember where that card is in your wallet. Remember to not make a big deal 
about putting the card away or she may notice that you are taking the card 
from a different part of the wallet. The best part is now she has your card and 
your number, providing you wrote your cell number on there. If you don’t 
have business cards, then don’t worry, as you can prep bar napkins or you can 
grab one of the restaurant’s or the bar’s cards which are at the front to do the 
trick…just make sure you grab four of them and get them prepped ahead of 
time. I have even used bar coasters in a pinch as I just fold them in quarters 
and tear a corner off to make it look like you just quickly thought of using the 
coasters.  Have fun! 
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THOUGHTS: I have done this in the past where I have had her put two coins 
in each hand, which has six possible outcomes. This is great to have set up in 
your pockets in case she wants you to do it again or if she wants you to do it 
for her friends. The other thing you can do is preprint the prediction on a card 
that says you kept the quarter or you dropped nickel. I think you can see that 
with a little preparation, you can set up a rather impossible prediction. This 
can also be adapted to things found at the table like a salt shaker or silverware 
etc. if you are out on a date. 
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BROKEN AND PUT BACK TOGETHER 

 

 

EFFECT: This is a fun trick where you take a rubber band and break it in half 
and then visually put it back together.  

SETUP: I love doing this trick but it does require a certain type of rubber band 
in order for it to look correct. The best rubber band is a number 19 rubber 
band.  
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The reason this is the best is it’s a good size band but it’s not too thick of a 
rubber band. I would suggest going to an office supply store to grab some so 
you know what they look like and also to practice.  I like to start this by 
holding the rubber band in between my thumb and first finger of both hands 
so it’s stretched between both hands.  

 

I start off by saying that she looks like the type of person that sits at home and 
does this for hours as I stretch and un-stretch the rubber band between my 
hands. This should get you a laugh and while she is laughing you will then 
proceed to do the secret move, which after a small bit of practice, you will 
have it down rather seamlessly. What you need to do is stretch the band out 
between your hands, and then your hands will turn in to themselves with your 
pinkies stretching the band down as your thumbs come together.  
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This will make it look like you are just holding the rubber band with your 
thumbs and first fingers. If you have it tight enough, she will not see that the 
rubber band is actually doubled over on itself.  
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The next step is to make it look like you are breaking the rubber band. This is 
done by pinching a bit of the band with your right finger nails. You need to get 
just enough to make a noise that sounds and looks like you just broke it in 
half.  
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You have to make sure when you do this you have to keep tension on the band 
when you show the broken band or else she may see that the band is doubled 
over.  

 

The next thing you need to do is restore the broken band. This is done by 
bringing your hands together and acting as if you are putting the end of the 
band that is in the left fingers in your right fingers as you let the rubber band 
go with your left hand. 
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The left hand then opens up the rubber band while your right fingers are still 
holding onto the pinched rubber band. 

I like to rub my right fingers together as I let it go showing that the rubber 
band has restored itself. This whole process will take a few times to get down 
smoothly but after a little practice you will have it down in no time. I always 
like to place the rubber band in her hand afterwards, telling her it’s a little gift 
from me to her. This may seem like a trivial gift, but you just broke it in half 
and put it back together…trust me, she will want to see it and most likely keep 
it to show her friends. If she is showing her friends, then she is talking about 
you, which is a good thing!!!! 

 

 

THOUGHTS: I like to sometimes follow this trick up with a little joke. I like to 
say that the trick works because there is a small hole in the band. I show a 
very small part of the band; making her look close to what you are showing 
her. She will most likely say she doesn’t see the hole as there is really nothing 
to see because of how you are holding the rubber band. I then quickly open 
the band up showing the large hole in the middle of the band saying, “The hole 
is right here,” which normally gets a nice little laugh. The point of the joke is 
not to make her look stupid but to make a quirky joke to finish up the routine 
for her. This is now a good time to give her the rubber band. There is also 
another great way to finish this trick up. After you break the rubber band, pull 
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the ends apart, clearly showing that it’s broken. I then ask her to hold out her 
hand. I will place the band in her hand to restore it. As you put the band in her 
hand, close her hand up around the band and turn her hand so it faces 
downward, but keep holding her hand…see where I am going with this?  Then 
as you are holding her hand, snap your fingers with your free hand, saying 
that it’s back together. The next step is to gently turn her hand over and 
slowly open her hand up showing the band is fully restored. I hope you have 
fun with this trick as it’s very fun and very visual. Enjoy! 
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MONEY MAGIC 

 

 

EFFECT: This is a great trick that can be done anywhere and only requires 
two bills of different denominations. What happens is you put two bills down 
on a table with the corners overlapping. You make sure they know which bill 
is on top. The bills when rolled up actually changes place with each other. 
They can even put their fingers on both bills and they will still change place. 

SETUP: This trick really only uses two bills, but they do need to be different 
amounts. If you try this with the same bills like two $5 dollar bills, it really 
doesn’t work well. The only real set up is putting the bills on the table and 
asking the person you are doing this for to choose which bill will be on top. So 
let’s say we are using a $1 dollar bill and a $5 dollar bill for explanation 
purposes here. The $5 bill let’s say was chosen to be on the top of the $1 dollar 
bill. I place the $5 about a ½ of an inch from the edge of the $1 dollar bill 
making a big L-shape. The next thing you need to do is put a fold in the bills 
locking them together, which also makes it easier to start rolling the bills up. 
The fold should be relatively small - around ¾ of an inch or so.  
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I will point out the fold has nothing to do with the actual trick but it does make 
it easier to start the next phase which is the rolling up of the bills.  Both of 
your hands will need to be on top of both bills to make sure they stay in place 
and you will use your thumbs and first fingers to do the rolling.  

 

The rolling should be slow and slightly lopsided towards the top bill in 
direction. The reason for this is you don’t want to have both ends rolling at the 
same evenness. The bottom bill is supposed to get rolled up slightly faster as 
you will do a tricky move here shortly.  
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The secret move is that because the bottom bill is rolling up faster you will 
allow it to flip over once during the end of the rolling. This will actually cause 
the top and bottom bills to switch places.  

 

The first time I did this I really fooled myself quite badly because I didn’t even 
feel the bill flipping over…hope you get the same reaction! Ok, now that you 
have the bottom bill flipped over, you are to ask the person you are doing this 
for to place a finger on the exposed corners of the bills saying that the bills are 
trapped with the $5 being on top. With your best acting face you need to snap 
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your fingers, remembering to keep the non-snapping fingers on the end of the 
bills so they don’t unroll yet. You need to ask her if she saw the bills change 
places.  Of course she will say no because there was nothing to see. For your 
finale, you roll open the bills showing that they actually did change places.  
Enjoy! 

 

 

THOUGHTS: I really love this trick, but I like to present it as a kind of stupid 
trick, as I do a false ending when I perform it. I like to add the following right 
after I ask them if they saw the bills change place.  The next thing I say is “The 
hard part is making them go back to the original position with the $5 being 
back on top.” I say, “Hey, I told you in the start it was kind of a stupid trick, 
right?! (Big smile here) I let that image simmer for a few seconds before 
saying, “Did you actually expect the two bills to change places?” This is when I 
unroll the bills and wait for the reaction!!!  
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A TIE, A THREAD AND A NAPKIN 

 

EFFECT: This is a combo trick where it looks like you are pulling a seemingly 
invisible thread off your tie. Then you use the thread to make a piece of napkin 
move at your control. 

 

SETUP: This will be explained by breaking this up into two sections. The only 
thing you will need is to be wearing a tie to do both parts. If you are not 
wearing a tie, then you can only do the second part of this trick.  
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The unraveling of the tie is really just an illusion, as you are obviously not 
pulling the threads out of your tie. What you will do is pretend you see a 
thread exposed on your tie. I try to act a bit surprised when I see it and a tad 
bit embarrassed.  

 

I try to pull on it as I attempt to break it off. My left hand goes for the fake 
imaginary thread as my right hand is holding the tie.  

 

As I start to pull on the thread, my right middle finger bumps the bottom of 
the tie making it look like the tie is unraveling. Timing is important on this. 
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You have to make sure as your left hand pulls on the thread; your right hand is 
bumping the tie. When you time this out just right, it will give a very 
convincing illusion of the tie unraveling.  

 

When I take about a foot or so of the thread in my left hand, I get ready to do 
the thread break. I want the tie to react as if I just tugged off the thread. I do 
this by snapping my finger making my tie jump a bit as if I just tugged off the 
thread…again make sure you time this with your pulling motion. This will take 
a bit of practice to make it look convincing. 
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The second part of the trick is to make a piece of napkin come to life.  

 

You need to roll up the napkin and hold it between your thumb and first finger 
with your middle finger also making contact.  
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When you pull back with your thumb the napkin will move up. I like to make it 
look like I wrapped the thread I just took off my tie around the napkin, and I 
time the pulling of the thread with the motion of the napkin moving.  
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If you time it just right, it will look very real. I really enjoy this trick because I 
can do them both together or break it up and do it individually - this is totally 
up to you. Enjoy!! 

 

THOUGHTS: When I am doing the thread and napkin, I will sometimes do this 
to get someone’s attention from a distance. When I see that she is looking, I 
will pull the thread from the tie a bit frantically and look around to see if 
anyone was watching making sure not to make any eye contact with the 
person I want to get the attention of. Then after I pull the thread off the tie, I 
will take a piece of the thread in both hands to mime how long the thread was 
as I shake my head in disbelief. In many cases when you do this, the person 
watching will come right up to you to see what you are doing. If she doesn’t, 
then do the napkin part and make the napkin come alive. If she is still 
watching and she doesn’t come over, make eye contact with her and say “Hi”. 
This is the perfect time to take the napkin and twist it into the paper flower 
and bring it over to her. If you do this, pretend to wrap the thread around the 
napkin making it look like it’s keeping the napkin twisted tightly. The rest is 
up to you…muster up some courage and bring the flower over to say “Hi” and 
ask her name. I love this trick, as there are so many things you can do with it.  
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ICE TRICK 

 

EFFECT: This is a trick where you can take a piece of string and lasso an ice 
cube in your drink, but nobody else can. 

 

SETUP: I love this trick as it’s almost a bar bet, but you can spin it any way you 
want. In order to perform this trick, you will need a piece of cotton string and 
some salt in your pocket.  
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I always like to start this trick by making a small lasso using a slip knot out of 
a piece of cotton string.  

 

 

I then ask her to try to lasso an ice cube in your glass of water. I give her a 
minute or so to try. While she is trying, you need to get salt on your fingers, as 
you will load it on to the lasso when you get it back from her. I like to load it 
on the top part of the lasso.  
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The reason for the salt is it will cause the string to stick to the ice cube. When 
she has given up, it’s your turn to stun her with your amazing ability. Take the 
lasso and load the salt on to it. I do this by messing around with the loop as to 
not cause any suspicion. When you have enough salt loaded, you are ready.  

 

I always try to do this to my drink, as the salt will basically ruin the taste and 
you don’t want to mess up her drink. I lay the lasso on an ice cube pretending 
to lasso it. It will take a moment for the salt to melt in the ice cube, so be 
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patient. I always give a few small tugs to make sure the cube is firm before 
trying to lift it out.  

 

I pull it straight up and grab it with my free hand to remove the lasso. You 
don’t want her seeing that it’s really not around the cube but stuck to the top. 
This is a great ice breaker…no pun intended…ok, I intended it as I couldn’t 
resist.  
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THOUGHTS: I like to do this if I am in a group setting and trying to get the 
attention of someone. If I am not in a group, I like to do this as a second effect. 
I want to reiterate to bring over your own glass of water so as to not ruin hers 
and make her mad before you even get to talk. Happy lassoing!! 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 

I hope you enjoyed the book. I had a blast writing it and remembering fond 
memories of coming up with the routines and performing them. I know I said 
it in the beginning but you really do need to practice both the trick and the 
routine. It’s the performance that sells a trick not just the knowledge. If you 
botch the tricks from time to time please don’t get discouraged, as I have also 
messed up on stage as well. I have routines I have done for almost 20 years 
that still go wrong. I just move on and take the knowledge from what 
happened and apply it to the next time I do it. 

I also need to thank a few people for helping me with this book. I know 
without their help and encouragement this book would still be unfinished on 
my computer. So I want to thank Serih, Mark, Sonoko(for letting Mark come 
over to help), Jerry and AJ. They helped me with editing to photography to 
getting the book out there and into your hands. I owe you all a huge thank you 
and also to remind you the 2nd book is almost done and I would love for the 
help again. I hope you all check out the next book and if you ever need a 
performer for your next event I do like to travel. Thanks again everyone. 

Brian 
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engaging style blends pure sleight of hand with comedy, transforming any 
venue into a theatrical experience.  

He was first introduced to magic as a young boy when his father brought him 
to a library magic show in Smithfield Rhode Island and the rest was as they 
say…history. Brian was so enamored by his experience that he diligently 
found ways to learn more, he read every book he could locate, purchased 
basic tricks, and attended shows and lectures.  As he grew more sophisticated 
in his ability to execute the tricks he learned, he began to refine his stage and 
performance techniques.  His first shows where performed while he was in 
the Navy for officers and dignitaries.  Today, Brian’s incredible performance 
presence and his continuous drive to improve the tricks he has learned as well 
as create new ones has allowed him the great opportunity to perform many 
times in the United States and around the world.  
 
Brian has performed for world renowned companies like Microsoft, Red 
Bull, Frito Lay and Staples just to name a few. His knowledge and creativity 
has been recognized with numerous awards over the years which have led 
him to write this book. He wanted to get a fun book out there for those that 
want to learn basic magic effects to impress the women in their lives.  

Brian is currently writing his follow up to this book called More Tricks to 
Impress Chicks and continue to perform in various cities. 
 


